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In his novel, The Robe, Lloyd C. Douglas

told the story of the crucifixion of Christ.

Marcellus, the central character, was a Roman

military officer in charge of the small detachment

chosen to carry out the execution. Marcellus

did not desire the assignment, but accepted

it with the resignation of a good soldier.

After the dirty deed was done, however,

Marcellus was a haunted man. He returned to

Rome but was unable to escape the memory of

that fateful day. In casual conversation with friends

and family, he would suddenly lose his train of

thought, sit silent for a moment, and then with a

blank stare ask, "Were you out there?" It was

strange to ask people who had never been to

Jerusalem. Though they could not possibly have

been present, Marcellus kept on asking, and the

question has persisted across the centuries.

Someone has even written a song about it.

That question endures because for

some strange reason, it makes sense. Most of us

do not think a great deal about the crucifixion of

Christ. Yet when we hear or see the story

vividly portrayed, we get the feeling that some-

how we were there. The participants in the event

are familiar to us...we know their names and posi-

tions. Sometimes we try to think of them as de-

mons, but they were just people, not too different

from us. They were creatures of their time and

place in history. We cannot imagine ourselves

approving of a crucifixion, but that was the

accepted way to execute criminals. They were

conditioned to it like we are to the electric chair

and lethal injections. We need to understand

that the people who planned and carried out the

crucifixion were like us. Every influence that sent

Jesus to the cross is a reflection of our day-to-day

iniquities. Not one unusual sin was involved.

The tragic result was almost unbelievable,

yet, the things that brought it about were the same

things of which we ourselves are guilty.

The chief priests, elders and scribes made

the decision that Jesus had to die. Then, they

led Him away and turned Him over to Pilate, the

Roman governor. What kind of people were they?

Not blood-thirsty monsters, as one might suppose;

they were solid, upstanding, law-abiding citizens,

community leaders, patriots, defending a way of

life to which they were deeply committed.

In their minds, Jesus was a threat to that way of

life. They saw themselves as the chosen people

of God, the keepers and teachers of the law,

rulers of the temple. Let us put ourselves in their

place and recognize there is little difference

between us. Whatever our place of privilege

may happen to be, we cling to it tenaciously

and are deeply troubled by anything that

threatens it.

Pilate as Roman governor gave the order

that sent Jesus to the cross. He did not want

to do it; his sense of justice rebelled against

this kangaroo court. He did everything in his

power to set Jesus free, except the only thing

that would have made any difference: to take a

courageous stand for what he knew was right.

So Pilate sent Jesus to the cross. When was

the last time any of us took a lonely stand

for an unpopular truth? Until we have honestly

answered that question, we should not be too

harsh in our criticism of Pilate.

The soldiers were to carry out Pilate's

orders to crucify Jesus, but first they decided to

have some fun with Him by dressing Him in a royal

purple robe, then paying Him homage as if He

were their king. This, we insist, is something of

which we would never be guilty. Like the leaders

of Israel, we may resent and resist His truth; like

Pilate, we may lack the courage to stand up for

Him. Unlike the soldiers, we would never subject

Him to ridicule! But think how many times across

the centuries His own followers have dressed

Him in robes that he would not have chosen for

himself and pretended to pay Him homage.

Heavy as His cross must have been, I

suspect it lay lighter on His shoulders than that

purple robe. Can we truthfully suppose that our

misrepresentations of Him are any easier to

endure than the pretended homage of the

soldiers? In point of time, the crucifixion of Christ

is far removed from us. But in point of fact, it is

closer than we like to think. When we honestly

examine our hearts, we have to confess that we

played a part. And we need to pray, "Father,

forgive us, for we were there when they crucified

our Lord."



The Crucifixion of Christ

“Where you there

when they crucified my

Lord?” That question

endures because for

some strange reason, it

makes sense. Most of us

do not spend a great

deal of time thinking

about the crucifixion of Christ. But when we hear

or see the story vividly portrayed, we cannot

escape the feeling that somehow, we were there.

The people who actually participated in the event

are all familiar to us. We know the names of some

and the positions of others. Sometimes we try to

think of them as demos, but that was not the case.

They were just people, not greatly different from

us. They were of course, creatures of their time

and place in history. We cannot imagine ourselves

approving of a crucifixion. Yet, that was the

accepted way to execute criminals. They were

conditioned to it, just as people in more recent

times were conditioned to the guillotine and the

gallows. And many today are still conditioned to

the use of the electric chair and lethal injections.

If we had been there, it is doubtful that any of us

would have objected to the crucifixion on grounds

of its brutality.

We need to understand that the people

who planned and carried out the crucifixion were

very much like us. Every influence that sent Jesus

to the cross is a reflection of our day-to day

iniquities. Not one unusual sin was involved. The

tragic result was almost unbelievable. Yet, the

things that brought it about were the same things

of which we, ourselves, are guilty. Look at the

people involved and the part they played.

The first mentioned are the chief priests,

the elders, and the scribes. They made the

decision that Jesus had to die. Then, they led Him

away and turned Him over to Pilate, the Roman

governor. What kind of people were they? Not

blood thirsty monsters, as one might suppose.

They were solid, upstanding, law-abiding citizens;

they were community leaders. They patriots,

defending a way of life to which they were deeply

committed. And ion their minds, Jesus was a threat

to that way of living. If the things Jesus was

teaching had ever taken hold, their livelihood

would have collapsed. If God loved all people alike,

then, they were no longer the chosen ones. If that

idea became widely accepted, they would have

lost their places of privilege. Let us put ourselves

in their place and recognize there is little

difference between us.; Whatever our place of

privilege may happen to be, we cling to it

tenaciously, and are deeply troubled by anything

that threatens it.

The next person mentioned in our reading

is Pilate. He was the Roman governor who gave

the order that sent Jesus to the cross. He did not

want to do it. His sense of justice rebelled against

this kangaroo court. He did everything in his power

to set Jesus free, but the pressure was too strong.

The Jewish leaders had already decided that

Jesus must die, and they were pushing Pilate to

carry out that decision. So, Pilate compromised

his own conscience and did the expedient thing.

He had Jesus beaten with a whip and then handed

Him over to be crucified.

Would we have done otherwise? We like

to think that we would have. But that is easy to

assume from a safe distance of twenty centuries

and several thousand miles. Put yourself in Pilate’s

place. He knew what was right and wanted to do

it, but there was a risk involved. To defy the crowd

may have cost Pilate his job. The risk was too

great, so pilate sent Jesus to the cross. When

was the last time any of us took a lonely stand for

an unpopular truth?

The next people mentioned in our reading

are the soldiers. Their job was to carry out the

orders given by Pilate--to actually crucify Jesus.

But, first, they decided to have some fun with Him.

They dressed Him in a royal purple robe, then

pretended to pay Him homage as if He were their

king. Heavy as His cross must have been, I

suspect it lay lighter on His shoulders than that

purple robe. Can we truthfully suppose that our

misrepresentations of Him are any easier to

endure than the pretended homage of the

soldiers? In point of time, the crucifixion of Christ

is far removed from our lives. In point fact, it is

closer that we like to think. When we honestly

examine our hearts, we have to confess that we

played a part. And we need to pray, “Father,

forgive us, for we were there when they crucified

our Lord.”



Mass    Intentions

Date Time Intention Requested By Readings

Saturday 5:30 p.m. + Gladys Pando Raul Moas Family

Mar. 28 + John, Catherine, Luba &

     Peter Chelak Family

Sunday 8:00 a.m. + Msgr. John O’Dowd

Mar. 29 9:30 a.m. + Fr. Max Sodja

11:00 a.m. People of Epiphany

12:30 p.m. + Archbishop Coleman Carroll

+ Archbishop Edward McCarthy

6:00 p.m. + Fr. Vincent Cashman

Monday 6:30 a.m. + Jesus Cruza, Sr. Moises & Ana Hernandez

Mar. 30 Special Intention Moises & Ana Hernandez

8:00 a.m. + Ruben Diaz Solla Mari & Jose Pinero

In Thanksgiving Roberto & Katy DFe Leo

Tuesday 6:30 a.m. + Lidia Fernandez Family

Mar. 31 Bianca & Edward Zeiler

     Wedding Anniversary Alonso-Mendoza Family

8:00 a.m. Special Intention Norman Salas Family

Lourdes Corao Andreina Zambrano

Ben Villalba Family

Wednesday 6:30 a.m. + Ramon Abel Vergara Vergara & Rodriguez Families

Apr. 1 + Samuel Tolon Tolon-Gallinal Family

8:00 a.m. + Epiphany Parishioners

+ Ken Williams Williams Family

Thursday 6:30 a.m. No Mass

Apr. 2 8:00 a.m. No Mass

7:30 p.m. All Priests of the Archdiocese

Friday 6:30 a.m. No Mass

Apr. 3 8:00 a.m. No Mass

2:00 p.m. STATIONS OF THE CROSS

3:00 p.m. LENTEN SERVICE WITH COMMUNION

7:30 p.m. TENEBRAE SERVICE

Saturday 8:00 a.m. No Mass

Apr. 4 7:30 p.m. EASTER VIGIL

Sunday 8:00 a.m. People of Epiphany

Apr. 5 9:30 a.m. People of Epiphany

11:00 a.m. People of Epiphany

12:30 p.m. People of Epiphany

6:00 p.m. People of Epiphany

Is 50:4-7

Ps 22:8-9,17-18,

19-20,23-24

Phil 2:6-11

Mk 14:1--15:47

Is 42:1-7

Ps 27:1-3,13-14

Jn 12:1-11

Is 49:1-6

Ps 71:1-4a,5-6b,

15,17

Jn 13:21-33,36-38

Is 50:4-9a

Ps 69:8-10,21-22,

31,33-34

Mt 26:14-25

Ex 12:1-8,11-14
Ps 116:12-13,
15-16c,17-18
1 Cor 11:23-26
Jn 13:1-15

Is 52:13--53:12

Ps 31:2,6,12-13,

15-17,25

Heb 4:14-16;5:7-9

Jn 18:1--19:42

Acts 10:34a,37-43

Ps 118:1-2,16-17,

22-23

Col 3:1-4

Jn 20:1-9



Mass Schedules

April

4/5
Celebrants Lectors Altar Servers

Extraordinary Ministers

of Holy Communion

Sunday

8:00 a.m.

Sunday

9:30 a.m.

Sunday

11:00 a.m.

Sunday

12:30 p.m.

Sunday

6:00 p.m.

SEE SCHEDULE

S. Aviles
A. Cruz

L. M. Moas
L. A. Moas
J. Pozo
A. N. Rodriguez

A. Prieto
A. Puig
R. Puig
I. Reardon
C. Roca
A. Rodriguez
R. R. Rodriguez
B. Rosabal

M. Torres
J. Canizares

N. Jacobs
E. Lerma
F. Martell
M. L. Milton
M. Northland
P. Packert
T. Packert
A. Perez

Coordinator: (Chuck Broyard)
Cristina Pasken
John Cooper
Chuck Broyard
Ron Quintero
Roland Martinez
Lourdes Cooper
Haydee Martinez

CONCELEBRATED

Msgr. Jude

O’Doherty

Coordinator: (Haydee Martinez)
Al Salas
Alfredo Arguelles
Ana Maria Avila
Leon Avila
Marisa Salas
Lynn Arguelles
Roland Martinez
Eduardo Del Valle
Haydee Martinez

Coordinator: (Hermida Licea)
Hermida Licea
Tere Molins
Bernuil Marrero
Gloria Acevedo
Plinio Gonzalez
Delfin Molins
Alcides Licea

Coordinator: (Esther Sousa)
Esther Sousa
Diana Rodriguez
Debbie Hasty
Luis Siman
Rick Hasty

Msgr. Jude

O’Doherty

Fr. Luis

Largaespada

Fr. Luis

Largaespada

Manuel Lasaga

Pat Parker

Jorge Perez

Lourdes Boue

John Steinbauer

Eddy De Arcos

Mike Herold

Gloria De la Osa

Peter Avenarius

Bernd Von

Reitzenstein

Adriana Giuffredi

Cecilia Altonaga

Julio Ramirez

Fr. Ireneusz

Ekiert

Coordinator: (Tony Nunez)
Rosy Verde
Tony Nunez
Mari Pinero
Lucy Moas
Armando Verde
Aileen Nunez
Pedro Toro
Rosendo Castillo

Coordinator: (Chuck Broyard)
Gloria Barbier
Chuck Broyard
Rolando Montoya
Marivi Montoya

Saturday

7:30 p.m.



Bulletin Board

Stewardship Corner

The Sunday Preschool and

The Holy Family Center

Open during the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. Masses.

The Holy Family Center offers tender,

loving care for young children from birth to 3 years

of age.The Sunday Pre-school is a formal

religion program based on the Sunday readings.

Avail yourselves of this service to

families. Children enjoy our program and you have

the opportunity to worship without distractions!

The next session of our Baptism

Preparation Program will be held on Saturday,

April 11. The program runs from 9:00 a.m. to

1:00 p.m. at the Epiphany Parish Center.

Attendance by the parents is a pre-requisite to the

child’s baptism.

Guidelines

for Abstaining & Fasting

Abstinence from meat is observed

on   Good Friday, by Catholics 14 years

and older.

Fasting is observed on Good

Friday by all Catholics who are 18 years

of age but not yet 59. Those bound by

this rule may take only one full meal

a day.

Two smaller meals are permitted

as necessary to maintain strength

according to one's needs, but eating

solid foods between meals is not

permitted.

STAY WITH ME LORD

There is a beautiful prayer that Saint

Padre Pio said after receiving Holy Communion.

“Stay with me, Lord, for it is necessary to

have you present so that I do not forget you. You

know how easily I abandon You.

Stay with me, Lord, because I am weak,

and I need your strength so that I may not fall so

often.

Stay with me, Lord, for you are my life, and

without You, I am without meaning and hope.

Grant that I may love You with all my heart

while on earth, so that I can continue to love You

perfectly throughout all eternity, dear Jesus.

Amen.”

All of us want the Lord to stay with us, but

this week, all of us must do something special.

We must stay with the Lord. This coming week is

Holy Week. It is an invitation to stay with the Lord

on Holy Thursday as He instituted the Holy

Eucharist and ordained His first priests. On Good

Friday, we would share in His Passion and Death.

Finally, at the Easter Vigil, we would rejoice and

stay with Jesus as we witness His resurrection from

the dead.

It all begins today…Palm Sunday. Today,

we celebrate the triumphant entry of Jesus into

the City of Jerusalem. A very large crowd spread

their cloaks on the ground, and others cut

branches of palms and waved them at Jesus.

But little did they know that at the end of the week,

Jesus would be crucified.

Jesus wants you to stay with Him. Will you?

If you do, you will discover the true meaning of

Easter. It is your invitation to enjoy eternal life as

long as you have loved and served God during

your lifetime.

Stay with the Lord, and the Lord will

always stay with you.

It truly is your invitation to eternal life!

In the cross lies hope of a Christian renewal...
but only if Christians take

the message of the cross seriously.
Saint John Paul II
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Parish Pilgrim Virgin Ministry

During the week of March 29,

 the Parish Pilgrim Virgin will be in the home of:

Marcelo & Carolina Guerra         305-662-3962

Roberto & Katy De Leo               305-662-4123

To schedule your visit, please call

Patricia & Luis Siman at 305-238-4555.
Mary: A Biblical Walk

with the Blessed Mother

Tuesdays,  from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

(Epiphany Parish Center)

Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Mary:

A Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother will place

you in the midst of the powerful drama of Mary’s

earthly life, taking you through her joys and her

sorrows. You will learn how she works in our lives

today, drawing us ever closer to her divine Son.

Seeing Mary this way will change you forever. She

will become a part of your daily life and help you

to become more like Christ.

For more information, please call

Mirta Robelo at 786-925-0970 or Rosalie Charur

at 305-495-5657.

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:

Rocio Arroyave; Pat Clarke; Ursula Everbush;

Ana Alicia Fernandez; Dario Jaramillo; Caridad

Mora; Caroline Nuin; Joy Pistorino; Maribel

Robayna; Richard Roth; Clemente Sierra; Paulina

Tawil; Baby Velarde; Cynthia Welbaum; Teodula

Wong.

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED:

Amando Orlando Herrero; Elvira Masegosa;

Dr. Donald C. Parker; Terrence Patrick Tague;

Joseph Harry Tiernan; Rogelio Salvador Tomasino.

Natural Family Planning

N.F. P.

Class series begins

Thursday, April 9 at 7:30 p.m.

“Nature cycles for a reason,

so does your body.”

Try Natural Family Planning...it works!

Physicians find that patients who use

Natural Family Planning are more in tune with their

bodies and health, and are more a partner with

their doctor in their healthcare.

To learn more, visit live-the-love.org or call

Lucy Moas at 305-284-9549 to learn more about

a class series beginning on April 9 at 7:30 p.m. in

the Parish Center.

Contemplative Cenacle

of the Divine Mercy

Monday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m.

in the church

We meet as a community in adoration and

recollection to contemplate and venerate the

image of the Divine Mercy. With songs of praise,

prayers, the reading of the Gospel of the day,

reciting the Chaplet and meditating on the Diary

of the Divine Mercy in our souls we allow ourselves

to deepen our faith drawing closer with trust to

the Fount of Mercy of Our Lord Jesus Christ.



PASSION, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

Holy Thursday, April 2

Concelebrated Mass of the Lord's Supper......................................................................7:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 3

(Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence.)

Stations of the Cross.................................................................................................................2:00 p.m.
Liturgical Service with Communion.................................................................................3:00 p.m.
Tenebrae Service..........................................................................................................................7:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 4

Easter Vigil.....................................................................................................................................7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 5

Masses..............................................................................................................8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.,
12:30* and 6:00  p.m.      (*Spanish)

CHRIST HAS DIED...
CHRIST IS RISEN...

CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.


